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j he decision taken back in 1989, that Mercedes-
Benz should once again pick up its great tradition
in motor sport, was as important as it was cor-
rect. In a field of industry increasingly marked by
competition, it had become necessary to redefine
the Mercedes-Benz brand in a more youthful and
dynamic way.

This meant simultaneously achieving a number of
things: new products, greater efficiency and a per-
suasive image. A century of motor racing has
served to enhance the company's image, so it was
clear that our decision to get behind the growing
enthusiasm for this sport would certainly be a
step in the right direction.

But it was not going to be easy for Mercedes-Benz
suddenly to repeat its successes of the

thirties and fifties in the much more competitive
scene of modern-day Formula One racing. For this
reason a long-term strategy was adopted for the
third generation of Silver Arrows, one which would
unfold gradually, each element building on the
last. The concept was developed with Norbert
Haug, who since 1990 has headed motor sport
activities at Mercedes-Benz.

The plan for the comeback had a broad base and

EDITORTAL

was oriented towards our trademark three-point-
ed star. The first point stood for what was at the
time still a distant goal: Formula One. The second
pointed to the success already enjoyed by AMG in
the German Touring Car championships (DTM).
And the third point of the star showed the way
towards Group C. With successes in long distance
races, and Le Mans in particular, our co-operation
with Peter Sauber enabled us to underline our
proven ability as a manufacturer of sports cars.
Once the sports cars had done their job and
brought home a world title, Mercedes-Benz and
its team of partners were able to concentrate on
Formula One and the DTM, and in both of these
disciplines we are working hard towards achiev-
ing our ultimate goal of returning to the world’s
elite. What we have invested over the years in
terms of ideas, human resources and finance is
recompensed in many more ways than just titles
and trophies.

This intensive involvement with motor sport has
left Mercedes-Benz looking in extremely good
shape in this its third generation of Silver Arrows.
The challenge to become World Champions has
captured the imagination of the entire workforce.
Everyone has worked hard to make the brand
image shine even more brightly. Our model range
is considerably younger, much more dynamic and
comprehensive than it was ten years ago. And for
Mercedes-Benz this has also brought the planned
€Conomic SUCCesS.
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